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Explorlng Kenya - | %ﬁ&ﬂ?&f?ﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬁ

f B £ " y On cur first day out we headed for Masai
on a safari - foe: R T

Valley, an expanse of green and gold, were
hrc-ﬂmk_mg. But from the village of Narok
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built for two

]
By J. Madelsina MNash fe?

AIROEL Kenya—Later we would There were potholes deep enough to
N view downtown MNairobl as a clvi- warry about driving info, ard where the

Uzed eclty, but at first ance it wpt e endead, e washdodnd . mppies
sepmed derelict i the way tropécal gan. o make matiers worse, the moad
plices.  In Jeey Gardens, a public wis nol well-marked, In most places, it
park, trash was scattered like (o was nol marked at all. At one point, we
among the brightly fowering shrubs. Om found ourselves hopping out of the car to

the red earth people lay sleoping.

The sidewalks were lined with qu:.'-
haired men Lryl b inlteresi us In &
ahoeshine. for success," omne

walled softly. Then he looked at our Adidas
runni shoes and laughed.

Walk the conversational huddles
formed by Nairobi's streel people, we saw
carvings of glraffes, elephants and Mazai
warrbors malerialize from under raggedy
sleeves as if by magic. “Only 40 shillings. "
whispered one man, holding up two small
slafueties, We did a quick caleulation: 40
shillings is roughly %3

In Mairohi we rented a four-wheel-drive
Hertz Suzuki, & Japanese version of a Jeep,

mi
ﬁu icuous. The Suzuki was painbed wi
black and white stripes: We were drving

Jei’s fabled MNorfolk Hotel,
g rambling, MNorman-
style outpost with wide
yverandas and an In
terior courtyard
sheltered by a ma-
jestie Jacaranda
tree. The tree, j
coming Into Tull
bloem, showered
the walkway belew
with large, laven-
der flowers
Unlike Teddy Hoo-
sevell, we had no
porters, no gaides. We

lomded our ear with goide books, as many
maps &5 we could find, a Jerry can for
eMmErgency ine, two five-gallon water
jugs, freeee-driesd food to last &
week, peanul butter and bread for on-the-
road sustenance, two sleeping bags and &
lightweadght tent.

THE STATESIDE iravel agemt we had
asked to make a few reservations had tried
to discoarage us from traveling on our 0Wn.
We even recelved A warning of ‘“the
extreme danger and difficully you may
encounter.”

Bt when we ran our plans by a long-time
Nairobi resident, she pronounced them sen-
sible. Our idea was simple: to stay in a few
laxury mecommodations for fun, o camp
when we fell Hke i and to try out some of
the cheaper, self-service cabins [called
bandezs] provided some of Kenya's
parks. That way, we figured, we would ses
more of the country than on a rushed,

packaged tour. Beskes, the prospect of

check our direction wilh a cormipass.

But the sights along the way more than
made up for the discomfiort. We emcoun-
tered scores of Masai walking alen

ks
road, tall, handsame people wilth ea:%u:hu

stretched into lpops. They wore
Roman-stvle lm:g indpared-ch:r:kcrnd
capes, and smiled and waved their spears
as we drove past.

We stopped at the sight of Maszai
shepherd boys tends of goats
“How are you?" peci the oldest, as if
reading from a primer. He knew almost no
other words of ish. Pantomiming, we
asked i we take & photograph

“Picha, picha"—the Swahili word is close
Eifl fWIr AT

The boy nodded enthusiastically, then
advanced his hand. “‘Swests." he said,
dtnmtdinE payment in advance. In spite of
all we hiid read about the Masal love [or
sweets, we had forgotten (o bring 'ﬁr By
this time more Masai children Ap-
praached, thrusting arms with oulstredebed
palms our car windows and under
our noses. We drove slewly away, children
clinging to our car.

WHEN WE FINALLY arrived ai Kichwa
Tembe, a boccolic, tenled lodge on the
outskirts of Masai Mara park, we were
covered with flne, voleanle grit. It filled
our nostrils and stuck to our eyelashes Lke
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On the Mara plain, the author and the day's guide, James, who lent the travelers his all-seeing eyes. Findingl &ushna animals B one ol ihe advaniages ol hinng & guics

Exploring the wilds of Kenya
on a self-styled safari for two

Continued from page 1

glue. We were delighted to find that
our tent was equipped with a show-
er. There was also a mechanic on
the premises, who turned out to be
hanlgr when our car failed to restart
for the short trip to the gas pump.

Morning began with brilliant sal-
mon-red streaks in a gray sky.
Through the chilly dawn mist we
could see the great plains beyond.
Some great black lumps a hundred
yards or so from our tent were
indecipherable at first. They turned
out to be buffalo. One, snorting
heavi‘?, had passed close by our
tent during the thl, and in the
moonlight we could see the full
curve of its horns.

While the other guests were piling
into mini-vans provided by the
lodge, my husband, Thomas, and I

ey Py ol

S '

ventured out in our Suzuki for our K Z Mo : =
first game drive. As we dipped - Natonsl Par Nyeri “ National The maskel at Isiice “In horor, we watchad A naked Doy drink from an anmal waler hole
down into and out of a small [LH€=S

Victoria

<
ko = b4 /4{\, Park
"9/ Trﬂ;l‘ops ML Kenya

stream, following a dirt track, we
found a large [alilraffe staring down -I-'Il f f f ® @
at us quizzically. Its eyes were :
g o o 103 o Ips for a sate, sane safari in Kenya
irl model.
Being on our own allowed us that
luxury.gThere_ was no one around to Heservablns: Hotels in Malrebl cen easily be  Ues almost aloays spenk English In a pinch, o
pronounce giraffes boring. There Bl through a slateside travel il of por  Swahill dicionacy is useful ;
also was no one else around that airline. Plan on spending s least days fin Camplag: Crmping IJ|LIIIIIEH1I-F;II1 be ronted in
late afternoon when we spotted a Mpirobd getting eganiss], Nasrobi Erovel arie  Mairobi, bt it is bolky. If you den't ples on ca
cheetah on the prowl. It had begun the best sperees of currenl Information. casi  much bat want the squipment as emirgency ba
to rain, and the regular tourist L
mini-vans had already headed home
for the evening. We watched the
cheetah until it became too dark to
see, following at a distance across
the open plains.
This cheetah, with its small head
and streamlined body, tried to a
nonchalant. But it obviousE
| its eye on a group of Thomp- prinvs
sy ey M . . boeed
EyEs 0N [ 3 : o r i
wa  watched, or Aamd prey  bobes imio even longer boops, B polioeman for directions. He merely cies. We decided on Hertz, which has hanics [n & : ABIAIE &fe Dol & ESEOGE DODGAT §5
teled pae snother. The cheetah, s suddealy the road was paved, and  pelnted to the road we were already - g ﬁﬂ;{i:] parks. The Sl fouriyest- u“:u” oliw rules of common sense. Walking
head swiveling im all directions, there were po more Masai Jusi on His English was [ragmen Ive ll[ ¥ Ml expensive lhlillr:u_ LeLmn allowed in the geme parks, except in & fow emall
trotted & whde circle arousd the ahesd, five Brightly robed women —we were sure he had misunderstood mlﬁilﬂ rjﬁmJ{ll'l ap-euﬁlg around  §00 mﬂm ATREE
Tommics. The watchful, nervous  were in the process of rﬂulnﬁ G qUeEL s T STatiahin for Tate] nmlw Rovers are The TR . R T e O =
Tommies, their talls raised bigh for  themselves into an already Tall ma dg-i:t.ulidmm il u.;: h.rnnli e The Bl i o miach m"ruup and  6rious problems with human Aretii ek
danger, awrga;‘hed thie n:he;e:all:z tatu florsl mwm;t!r'nh'aidﬁmw slow on paved rosds, but Hm‘“"'w‘ u":'{: g0 ol the m'h:: e um&mmm:jn Nairg llh'f Masai
“WiE see yed, ¢ secmed to MATATUS ARE Kinys's sl ; by path. B s well worils kawvin a experienced similar trouble in recest
raying. Eﬂﬂﬁ"“”’l" nnything. important form of trafsmsportation. & ﬁ;?rﬂ‘lﬂ:hﬁ'wiﬁ%“ﬁ m" .Tl.nﬁ.'nhenmtlu rales fall, wmﬂ maonths. Use the some caubtion s vou would in
0N OUR OWN we foundd Honesses  kind of cross between a Grevhound o0 " noeed inter, paved. & o must. m&m [,nlg:k Up your car, be sure you '!.'-'Tllﬁrga. HBadore seliing ouf, inguire aboal the
and cubs resting m & gully after  bus and & Eypsy cab, & MALAl MY Inctend we found ourselves om & it & Dl foul k. extra paris [n fan beit, rotor, Fi3 ure I oot Dguiiie withs SR, Sonasl husita
fasting on a frash Kl We saw be a sedan or 8 Toyold  pjpied dirt road thal weund a_ter- letribulor cag). good tires pius apare, o jerry can o TR I paiia thiu » BuRutl bases,
piles of hi with ruffled, plekup trock, with or without a 0. path up one hill and down for exirn i, Gas etations periodscally nan et B I!rL:fil. hﬂm.ﬂh ﬂmr T I'I-EHIM
Bara Tiver We wald patienly mstias s slways Jramed shaes ip  "Dotber. Whal showid have besnia | of 50 Recp your Lank QUL S ca AL with ot lcast bwo vehicles
AFE e ™ : 3 I YRR ML & tarmed inko a amd AR oo e 3
while herds of clephanis crossed 5 saving in Swakldll (hel 8 matatu s ?muﬁ:li"r:gﬁ:mrnmn. indispensable for & successtul do-i-vourself m::r Medical problems: Take a small MLL;ILHI'::'I
diructly in front of our car; seme of  like o church becamse it Wrms 00 Napr the town of Nyahurury, we Whenever you see a book oF map that seems msehal.  AnEDEStcs, wate Iwmmmﬁ:“ arrheal
ik Bghiis wiere small enough B0 18 ane sway, losl our way enlirely, and in the buy it Mever assume you will be shle to piek it up :um‘ﬁ“uﬁr: n:.'hpﬂm.mumunm. ﬂ.!--.I= n’..mn
under the bellses of their mothers. e the dense columns of pedes-  condusion, mamaged (s cross (be later. Amersbile ks compiete a (raveling Mbrary o el sy e — B
Above all, we were awed by the  pripng that line the sides of every  eguster Uhree times. Finally we ar. Jou can balore : anbi-makarial d:ug:.mi with phplnl[:n
sheer mumier of animals we o0 pogd  mdatus Beards for  rived af the Outspan Holel in Nyeri, Musis are J. G. Willlams® “A Field Guide to the The Esst Alrican Fl mﬂhm Clocated
couslered, Alene o thal vesl, he amwary. drive fast and ke departure point fer Treelogs. National Parks of East Africa” (William Collits .\ wiiee smeed in il g bt
e s o uhaspen gy 3o sucdenly. I they are meant 1o Afler the quiel beauty of. rra Soms & Cu.) and Cynthia Mess' * Portraits in the Sy tenaporbey membersbin foc & very Jow e In
' regd Y a, we were nol ready for E iversity of Press]. g
parted before us 1e waves before gy one mataty so crammed with Trosiops. First we were e e ML e T ) Inlurl]mllh:m e 1 true e ¥, they will fiy you ol of remote
the prow of a ship. ir I:Tf that ils back door wes hell 5 crowded dining room for on obii- kdging come in French: “Au Kenya™ [Guides ’ra‘ I-.u{!'::mrh:l-umluﬂurl e T York o8 Pan
But 3nrru'4|illln'uil'i proved diffcist  ghut by o passenger balanced on the gitery badffed banch, then Inaded mﬂ."ii“ “Le Kanya™ [Nouvelles Fronticres), I‘I..l:- s P g b -
to find. Unsuecessful in our  pear bamper, Sedo & Bum wilh elher isarists. Dor The book miore mext to Nairobi's New Stanley American’s twice-weekly trans-Africa fligh
mhiemmiple 1o I;EI-'H: a leopard or w Our desibmihn was Lake Nakuru  guide was o forid-ieced - Hutel on Kenyatta Avenun is a place o book for :l-la.hn."[r:t lumery gRmie met?u mafll
rino, we fisally hired & privabe  National Park, which ornithologist man bilked a5 “the Humder.” He pom] nsaps, g of ull the pa mﬁagw s e 3, “uhﬁnﬁ. el 'ﬂm
puice: B sknder, B-year-oid Masal  Roger Pefersom has fermed  carried an ant gan and barked language gaide books mot rendily gvallsble in this O Feis | el g ot ¥ e the
named James Morinie. When we  “‘he most (abubos bird spectacle in - arders like a drill sergeant. Couinkry. best map will b the most recent mo H'INHI;II%’:I Iy Gvaly e e B
EApressed lement about the  the world.” We arrived shortly be-  Trestops is the sort of pisce that Currently, it is & gevernmeat map pokilished by oo ahout. 55 Theere L% A doiL
"“""’EJ- he lnughed and explained  fore sumset and, though exhausted, draws rave reviews from {ravel Survay of Kerya. is also 3 Micholin map to rﬂ_“:’fm ; EI:; 8 d(:;:rk:di" i Lﬁ?ﬁ .
that James wns his Christian name. — decided on & quick tour of the sur-  agents. 1t reminded us of Disne ceniral and southern Africa and & Geographin map  YOUrSelf safari has & gl :
He wes the first member of Wi poundings. Shortly afer passing Woeld. Once natural, both the sa of East Alrica, ane-mor for two cost us aboat the same s &
family io bearn either Swahili o  through the park gafes, our car was lick @nd the water hole Lodim Ever with mgwﬁtw lost If yom moed o VWO-WREK pac Lour. .
English mohbed by & curious pack of vervelr  artifici maimained. The ! REE diFectong, e ke wenring neck J. M adelring Nark
Mo came 1o appreclabe JAMWS  menkess Ome of them ho onto  wp of salt in the soil around the
(aickly. His eyes. dlluned 10 mil#e  the hood and peered in at us Iodge has driven back the edpe of
criurbations on the great Mars  yheough the windshisld. A forest. sandy barks of the Usso Nyiro hours scross Ambossli's lioninhab. meru's rhinos, the remainder were
Emr:'q did mﬂ‘rlhd i m A sieep, recky denck led fooan WHAT WAS MOST cbjectionable Fliver, sconming the [asl-moving Bed pliine. They come fo the shop  pul under guard night and day. The
beat Ih: Emrl.-u.:IEI hole pride of liogs. Bre8 of the park known as the gyt was the Joud human  water for erocodiles. Mear our  bo trade their handicrafls and (o rhines' carctoker was n Sam-
bl g finy dixaik Babeon Cliffs. ng oUr Woy 10 compary. Bul after 10 o'clock &l ©AMpaile were great piks of animal  buy sugar, flour and colorful cloths, e raeges, Hae heed Jing loops in
quivering with Tear, and In the e lop. we were rewarded with & pigsd, almest everyone eles kad re- dung: The sise indicabed that the  The old Masal finkshed bis demon- his ears and was dressed in i

: Tl:l.-ul.'ulu.r view of the loke from  fjped. ke bl i ace had recently pln sl b r ired to ibe shade of Shoris ond o navy blse T-shirt thet
“‘{-E’l'#"hﬂuﬁ “h: %ﬁﬁﬂb' above. Millioms of hr‘lﬁh'l.- ink gy r;rr:t::mrmlum ngmI}n of elephanis, i " :t;i%ﬁ#;rﬁh:ﬁ]m an odd ?|BJ-|-:= read “'Lincols Park Zoo, Chicags. ™
& rook ouicropping covered with MNamirgos i the shoreline.  gegne through the might never

. : in m ck French berel, Beaded Al some point, a jourmey pesks,
bush. Finally, two leopard cats (Jowing in the seiting sun. crased to amaze. AL ONG oW B 11T "anens Ve Ced Sdme earvings and & raincos over his bul very ‘wllen the moment stale
came into fecus, locking st first like Fﬁdﬂnﬂm” mll?: arisl Chris-  rhing lumibared mﬂmu[ Lhe |Ii.lr|-u:l:n moet of the nark had bogy M8l robes ol oaly in ”mi' Fm-:l::n -
fl:mrﬁlu‘nﬂfﬁ [:n:::; Like all of Kenya's natlonal ﬂme- wiLh P].t-:rtlr !'nl-uTln I::m:; sun-baked to golden siraw. the river He is very rich.” whispered urderionk & rough jearney of more

7 created & marrow green casis, and Joscphine, ihe pretly shopheeper. oo et ST of the
climbed n iree. As we kdt, James  POFKE, Laki Nikura designated  both gides, the rhime sayed for . b He B el Hin miles o .
suddenly shouted stap, He poinied CHMPIRG aress. The ome we those  wouersl hours, For a few minules, it s soaghl ils ﬂ%hr&:mmn cows.” After g hard bargaining se. 1na River. 1t was a lmely drive

up into another tree, and there we %85 equipped not caly with latrines — feped an odd trio with a dointy B“ru slon. Jasepling let us have the LWL Leok ws threwgh remole and
:fw"'!m at’r~|e~5.'|-. carcass of o gazelle, p DUt also with showers. We pliched  ronoi bushbuck and 8 menscing EEM SIHTﬁTJI'u i of animals for qur cowrieshell neck. Utsolate country. At last we

. : our tent under & stand of aiee, & kniwn: : gpear and | % reached the river—broad, iawey
_2"‘!:' ':l“l'“ luxéi. “'b‘:hm“"lﬂ yellow-barked thorn trees thal 1-'|3-"-""-: t&'!m“-'r;“mll "Iupl::"ﬁ: el lles called genmmics, viv-  [2ces m exchange for a Chicage T-

. i rad rimmed with stately palms.
wur the amoihes wide idly pa Grevy's gobres and  shirl, a patierned no-iren 5 and B i
m:m” H'"mmg In,ll:' :hcr bm' .:J;mdtp.:,trt“i- P‘:En:g‘-- “"-‘IrmE'Td Hirdr H“n-ﬂ'ﬁil amall S S rﬁrhtﬂil!d Riralies. a small amousd of cash I Tm”rwﬂ Hll?im of th Fiver, Jos

Froem Treelops, we hesded for 1 r;l.‘f:!;EIm rewke
: ki Lonts liks ours oK BOF g erbuen Mational Park in K M At Amtwseli Natfonal Park we Un the woy to AmEssali, we had  in the center, we o bay. We
Eﬂi‘"ﬁmﬁ. Iﬂnmdﬂ o ﬁ DN S rnr'gmmni noFth .n:lnunu_'.'mr;.'r stayed in o banda directly fecing OO r“é.'”lf’:‘u‘-‘ e Park,  watched as he approsched the

Uefortunately, we were oot nbie wih yutieg chikirm. stopped for gas in Isiolo, 4 dusty Monl Kilimanjare. Each et hame ol Eles, fomges harolne of wult'rllﬂ: l_:_ﬁ:r]f‘: leoking for
{6 cbserve Che leopards 0 peace EAHRLY THE NEXT morming. we lown with a dusty markel and a  &nd evening, wé esd on the porch Born Free.” Meru, we quickly dis-  crocodiles. n bed his cattle

. [ red, is not a toarisl hot sped. Ine doswn,

paiet. Boon our arrivad en walked over to the lske and dusty ui, &0 wore immedigle- o0 bands [which also housed o SOVER .
ri'nim -eu-gilcjrui"ed by sever- walched pelicans swimming in Iy m:.'m by peddlers of copper family of nolsy, sbightly :m.:l]_i.l the heighl l'lfh||ru dry spasom, the We tried to place the boy on a
al minivane and snolber private  Lightly ked groups aed bracelets. One was abouf 14 vesrs bals] asd watched ras and wil- s Al bus : a5 dead &8 in - map, and we estimated thet on his
car. The advantage of hiring a mijcally beating their wings on the old and wore a T.shirt emblameed  debeests slowly file by in o majestic e midst of an Hlimeés wirter. Ev.  gide of the rives the tosest paved
H:nu'lr wn dscovered, W n:lglng wiler, Then we pocked our gear with the words “Datson Hally,” processios Onee s once, the erything. iecjuding the animals, read or bewn of asy size wes 8 two
elusive animals: the dsadvan and bedt for Tr , ke Tamous Isboda js l:h-l?miﬂ-?wnr io the northers  clouds lifted and we could gee Kilis B0 on the red tint of the dusty sail.  day cross-couniry drive. Suddesly
was had ke n-ui'dﬂ all follre siiflod badge in ihe Aberdare Moun- deserts, and we began mesting a  flaf, snow.covernd tap, It looked as We stayed In the Leopard Fock W riallzed thal whet separsisd o
oilkeer, Laire (hal overlooks a water hole di"‘-‘;dl-‘m :;:nﬂ Iff |I::I thsi:d brozd as & football feld, bandss, & of Fiveitren et mhm.mlhhu ! 'ﬂﬁmﬂﬁ-

y and salt lick feegoented by snimals  nomadic Somalie, Bare-brek 7 ......l.;“.n,uimﬂintﬁ by the Mery Coun y just across :
h:ﬁtulﬂe“nlurﬁfh;ihﬂw r:ﬁ“m: dusing ik mighi, . Sambur wemen wearing beaded Jﬁ:"ﬂn{ nl-“ﬁ:;‘ﬂm '“:In; ty Council m:.mg we foand beds Dor from us as the women we had
wently Lraveled route threugh ing over our maps, we er- Decklaces piled as high as Elea- o0 shops b J'df:ia' We With fresh linens, ibo mets, g B0 Along the rosdeides walking
E'uuu.'u{ hzh bex couniry. At rosesusly concluded that ne route bethan collars. In Borrar, we :u:I ﬁ" ‘“ﬁ“ I'u:nuL old Tl bath and a kite equl for miles with firewood on lbeir
first we many H.I.I.I'-I:I!J%:Hﬂc whe paved, snd we selected the ‘whiched & naked boy sink fo his ; u; ‘“m“."h ny % wilh cooking and eating utessi bachs and jugs of walber on thedr
WirE & film cannisbers and shortest. When we found no si hands and knees and drmk from an .'.'sl%m”:m"" ba” e e ore Mera is famous for s small herq  Beads. The 'd whs cultural,
even Firg: balls in their ears.  for the orecdl, § nol enussesl sfis-  andmal waier holo, tending to throw it. Bimba 0 Elht of white rhine, ]urﬁp square-li and & wes immeasurabile.
We guessed ® was to stretch the  tion, we asked & khakiuniformed =~ We camped in Samburu on the oo il oord for lon, aed Masaj Deasts that are nearly extimet. Aler  J. Modeleine Nosh is Time

like this e I"I'I!'I-I|HI'I|:|' walk for Somall poachers killed five of =ine's Chicogoe depuiy bureau chief.
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